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1. AS FOOTNOTE TO REFTEL, REGARDING GOM CONCERN OVER TANZANIAN 
PLANS TO OPEN SHIPPING SERVICE ON LAKE NYASA (MALAWI), ADDRESSEES 
MAY FIND FOLLOWING OF INTEREST: 

2. FOR PAST MONTH, PORT DAR ES SALAAM HAS HOSTED HIGHLY VISIBLE 
PATROL BOAT PERCHED ON EAST AFRICAN RAILWAYS (EAR) FLATCAR. 

BOAT IS CIRCA 47 FEET IN LENGTH, WEAPONRY CAREFULLY COVERED 
WITH TARPAULINS, CARRIES THE NUMBER (IN 2-FOOT HIGH FIGURES) 
"PB-101" AND HAS CHALKED ON ONE PROPELLER INSCRIPTION "POLICE - 
MARINE". BOAT HAS BEEN SITTING THERE FOR ABOUT ONE MONTH 
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3. RUMOR AMONG SHIPPING LINE SOURCES IS THAT THE PATROL 
BOAT WAS MISTAKENLY LOADED ON EAR RAILROAD CAR AS PORT 
MANAGEMENT THOUGHT IT WAS DESTINED FOR KIGOMA (LAKE 
TANGANYIKA) OR MWANZA (LAKE VICTORIA). LATER INSTRUCTIONS 
CAME THROUGH THAT IT IS TO BE RAILED TO MBEYA AND THEN 
MOVED OVERLAND TO LAKE NY ASA. PROBLEM NOW, ACCORDING 
TO SHIPPING PEOPLE, IS THAT TANGOV CANNOT PUZZLE OUT 

HOW TO TRANSFER VESSEL FROM EAR FLATCAR TO TAZARA FLATCAR. 

4. FINALLY, RE REFTEL, IT MAY BE SOME TIME BEFORE GOM WILL 
SEE TANZANIAN SHIPPING SERVICE ON LAKE NY ASA. ONE OF 
THREE SHIPS DESTINED FOR THAT SERVICE (SEE REFAIRS) WAS 
LAST VIEWED MOVING OVERLAND ON FLATBED TO MBEYA. WE HAVE 
HEARD STORIES THAT TANGOV IS EXPERIENCING DIFFICULTIES IN 
FINDING A TRACTOR STRONG ENOUGH TO PULL IT UP HILLS TO 
MBEYA AND DOWN TO LAKE. MEANWHILE, ITS SISTER SHIP, A 
CIRCA 40-FOOT PASSENGER VESSEL, SITS ON BLOCKS IN PORT 

AREA AWAITING RETURN OF FLATBED AFTER OTHER SHIP HAS BEEN 
LAUNCHED IN LAKE. IN A FAR CORNER OF PORT AREA SITS 
THE LARGEST OF THE THREE VESSELS, FREIGHTER "SONGEA", HIGH 
AND DRY ON BLOCKS WITH ITS BATTERED SUPERSTRUCTURE ASKEW ON 
GROUND SEVERAL HUNDRED FEET AWAY. AS MOVEMENT OF SONGEA 
MUCH MORE COMPLICATED THAN MOVEMENT OF PASSENGER SHIPS, 

THE BETTING AROUND PORT IS THAT IT MIGHT BE MONTHS, IF 
NOT YEARS, BEFORE ONE HEARS CHUG OF TANZANIAN MERCHANT 
MARINE ON LAKE NYASA (MALAWI). 
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